
Discover why Kannapolis 
is the perfect place to 
advance your business.



Our award-winning development 

continues, making this the perfect 

time to grow with us. Always operating 

with a pro-business mindset, 

Kannapolis offers a competitive cost 

structure and the ideal location for 

businesses looking to evolve.
downtown 

revitalization Awards

15
fastest growing economy

in the U.S (Charlotte Metro)

 8TH

 Cities for U.S. Corporate 
Headquarters Relocation

TOP 15
Fastest Growing
 City Nationwide

TOP 500

 largest city
in North Carolina

 20TH
Fastest Growing County

 in North Carolina

 6TH

IMAGINE YOURSELF HERE

We had a vision—of a healthier city and 
a completely revitalized downtown that 
would impact our entire region for the 
better. Over the past decade, that vision 
has become a reality as our planned 
development has come to life by reimagining our 
downtown area, investing in infrastructure throughout 
the City and attracting major businesses, just to start. 
Kannapolis now boasts an internationally-recognized 
research campus and a world-class ballpark in the heart
of downtown.

The City of Kannapolis 
is a hub of economic 
momentum.

A Growing, thriving community

 02     city overview

USA Today Best City to Move To
Top Hidden Gem City in U.S.

 
 
 



in announced capital investment
from companies in 2023

$4.9 billion
Lowest Corporate

Tax Rate in the U.S. by 2025
Top Competitive State 

(Business Facilities Magazine 2022)

 #2
Best State for Business 

(Forbes 2022, 2023)

 #1

north carolina means business

“Kannapolis is actively fostering a 
sense of community, and it’s nice to 
see the commitment. We’ve 
experienced more active leadership 
and people reaching out to us and 
maintaining communication—more 
so than other cities we have worked 
with.” - Patrick Godwin, Intelligent Tool 

Corporation

•  Entrepreneurial
    support
•  Ease of    
    permitting
•  Competitive
    business costs

•  Public and private
    collaboration
•  Workforce    
    development
•  Industrial grant
    program

We work hard to support the many companies that call 
our City home, from small local businesses to 
international corporations. We do this via:

Kannapolis has a 
business-friendly 
government.

 03     Business-friendly city

 2.25% 
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• Distribution & logistics
• Food & beverage

• Life sciences & healthcare
• Manufacturing

• Automotive/motorsports
• Construction

top industries that
call kannapolis home 

• Prime Beverage
• Shoe Show
• Stanley Black & Decker

• Gordon Food Service
• Kontek
• Linder
• Novant Health

• Amazon
• Atrium Health
• Cardinal Logistics
• Chick-fil-A Supply

Major Companies
IN OUR AREA 

we offer undeniable growth potential 
for employers and companies.

“The City of Kannapolis welcomed us with open arms—they were 
very open to bringing us in and trying to build a relationship with us 
from the beginning. Elsewhere, we’d be any other business. But 
here, the City wanted us here, is easy to work with, and invited us to 
be an active part of the community.” Jim Trowbridge, Linder Regional VP
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Our workforce grew 33% from 2010-2024 and, with 36 
major universities and community colleges within 50 miles 
of Kannapolis, we will continue to have incredible access 
to the skilled workers you need to grow your business. 

we have the 
RESOURCES 
you want.

 05     RESOURCES & innovation

INNOVATION IN THE HEART OF KANNAPOLIS.

Located in downtown Kannapolis is the North Carolina Research Campus, a research center 
collaboratively working to empower human health through nutrition. The campus is a home for 
research and product development for major universities, companies and entrepreneurs alike.
ncresearchcampus.net

The 16,000-square-foot NC Food Innovation 
Lab on the NC Research Campus is the 
nation’s only facility with manufacturing 
practice capabilities dedicated to 
supporting plant-based food innovators. 
The NCFIL is  already attracting exciting 
businesses and talent to our area. Visit 
ncfoodinnovationlab.org to learn more.

NC FOOD INNOVATION LAB

Housed on the NC Research Campus, the 
Rowan-Cabarrus Community College 
Advanced Technology Center (ATC) prepares
the incoming workforce across a variety of 
relevant industries through degrees and 
diplomas, industry- recognized certifications 
and company-specific training. Companies 
training here include Eli Lilly, Owens Corning, 
Celgard, and Perdue Foods.

Advanced Technology CenteR



Kannapolis is in close proximity to trauma centers and 
world-class hospitals that provide top-level care, as well as 
several nationally recognized children's hospitals. Our City is 
also home to an Atrium Health emergency room facility and 
is only 10 minutes from the full service Atrium Health 
Cabarrus hospital as well as several urgent care facilities.

healthcare you can count on

Atrium Health Cabarrus (4.4 miles)
W. G. (Bill) Hefner VA Medical Center (16 miles)
Atrium Health University (17.7 miles)
Novant Health Rowan Medical Center (19 miles)
Novant Huntersville (23.3 miles)

DISTANCE FROM DOWNTOWN KANNAPOLIS

The cost of living
is 3.6% lower in 
Kannapolis than
the U.S. average

Cabarrus County 
was recently 
ranked NC’s 9th 
Healthiest County

• Welcoming, small 
   community
• Opportunities to take part
   in NC Research Campus
   health studies
• Award-winning public
   health agency & programs

• Run Kannapolis
• Loop the Loop
   Initiative
• Walkable & bike-able
   community
• Safe neighborhoods and
   revitalized downtown area

At the heart of Kannapolis, you’ll find a healthy life - 
physically, mentally and professionally. We support 
our residents’ and visitors’ wellbeing, specifically with 
features like:

discover a
healthy life.
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• 45+ new small businesses 
   opened in first two years
• Majority of business       
   owners are women,     
   veterans and minorities
• 350 new apartment units    
   located directly downtown
• Modern ballpark for   
   year-round use
• Infrastructure and    
   streetscape improvements
• Historic Swanee Theatre    
   repurposed as a live     
   music venue
• Renovations to historic          
   Gem Theatre
• Strong demand for new 
   for-sale townhomes

initial revitalization:
completed 2020

• Additional apartments underway
• Amtrak station expansion

• Exciting new restaurants, hotel and
   retail planned

next phase of development: underway

We harnessed our entrepreneurial spirit and decided to purchase the properties in our
downtown, taking a fresh look at the entire area and shaping the future of the City. Since that
time, we’ve had incredible success which you can experience firsthand by strolling through local
businesses, enjoying our beautiful streetscape or attending an exciting Cannon Ballers game at
the award-winning Atrium Health Ballpark.

a downtown 
reimagined.
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Cabarrus County EDC cabarrusedc.com
Charlotte Regional Business Alliance charlotteregion.com
Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina (EDPNC) edpnc.com
Rowan County EDC rowanedc.com

kannapolisnc.gov/EconomicDevelopment

For additional information, please visit our partner websites

Irene Wong has served as the Economic & Community 
Development Director for the City of Kannapolis since 2008. 
She works to attract business activity, and develop and 
maximize key investments. Her career has included positions 
in strategic planning, software development, and finance. She 
is a certified Economic Developer (CEcD) and received her 
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from the California 
Institute of Technology and her master’s in city and regional 
planning from the Georgia Institute of Technology.

Irene Wong
Director of Economic & Community Development
(704) 920-4326  |  iwong@kannapolisnc.gov
401 Laureate Way, Kannapolis, NC 28081

Director of Economic & Community Development

Get in contact
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Location is key.
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Kannapolis is in close proximity to several major cities, 
airports, highways, rails and ports, making it a 
convenient and exciting place to build your business.


