
Activities Stormwater Management 
Permit Grading Permit

Land disturbing activities that disturb 
less than 20,000 square feet.*

Exempt (Section 3.2.8.4) Exempt (Section 3.2.7.4)

Land disturbing activities that disturb 
between 20,000 and than 1 acre.*

Requried (Section 3.2.8.1) Exempt (Section 3.2.7.4)

Land disturbing activities that disturb 1 
acre or more.*

Requried (Section 3.2.8.1) Requried (Section 3.2.7.1)

Agricultural uses, as defined in Table 
4.6-1

Exempt (Section 3.2.8.4) Exempt (Section 3.2.7.4)

Exempt activities under Section 404 of 
the federal Clean Water Act

Exempt (Section 9.1.5) Partial Exemption    
(Section 3.2.7.4)

Single-family detached homes * Exempt (Section 3.2.8.4) Exempt (Section 3.2.7.4)

Site Conditions Stormwater Detention Stormwater BMP 
Structures

Low Density - less than 24% built upon area
Less than 20,000 sq feet of impervious 
area and less than 1 acre of land 

Not Required ** (Section 
9.3.5)

No, unless in the 
Watershed Overlay 

Greater than 20,000 sq feet of 
impervious area

Required (Section 9.3.5) No, unless in the 
Watershed Overlay 

Greater than 1 acre of land disturbance Required (Section 9.3.5) No, unless in the 
Watershed Overlay 

High Density - greater than 24% built upon area
 Less than 20,000 sq feet of impervious 
area and less than 1 acre of disturbance

Not Required ** (Section 
9.3.5)

No, unless in the 
Watershed Overlay 

Greater than 20,000 sq feet of 
impervious area

Required (Section 9.3.5) Yes (Section 9.3.3)

Greater than 1 acre of disturbance Required (Section 9.3.5) Yes  (Section 9.3.3)

Watershed Overlay Districts

Notes

** Projects must comply with section 9.1.4.B which requires that sites minimize impacts to surrounding areas

Stormwater and Grading Permit Table

Stormwater Management Permit Features

4.16.6.1 The construction of new roads and bridges and non-residential development should minimize built-
upon area, divert stormwater away from surface water supply waters as much as possible, and employ best 
management practices (BMPs) to minimize water quality impacts.  To the extent practicable, the 
construction of new roads in the critical area should be avoided.  The N.C. Department of Transportation 
BMPs as outlined in their document entitled "Best Management Practices for the Protection of Surface 
Waters" shall be used in all road and bridge construction projects in the Watershed Overlay Districts.

* Development and redevelopment that disturb less than one acre are not exempt if such activities are part 
of a larger common plan of development or sale, even though multiple, separate or distinct activities take 
place at different times on different schedules
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